
Plappermaul  
safely in road traffic

Together with the police to the traffic puppet theatre



Foreword 
With the kind support of: Dear children, parents and grandparents, dear young and old traffic experts,  

for many years, police activities have been an important part of road accident prevention and I 
am sure that the majority of people in Dortmund are familiar with our traffic puppet theatre in 
the Westfalenpark and have taken part or will take part in cycling training in the fourth year of 
school. I am most pleased when the visit to our puppet theatre or the many other road safety 
activities which my colleagues carry out with the children throughout the year are remembered 
fondly and have a lasting effect. Road safety education and mobility education are extremely 
important in order to prepare the youngest and weakest children for safe and independent 
participation in road traffic. However, compliance with the basic rules, which include respect 
and mutual consideration in particular, are also a top priority. All adults should be aware that, 
as good role models, they make a significant contribution to the prevention of accidents invol-
ving children. In this booklet, Plappermaul and his friends from the 1st grade have an exciting 
day ahead of them. They visit the traffic puppet theatre in the Westfalenpark, where our police 
dog Moses is already waiting for them. Together, the children learn everything they need to 
know to be safe on the roads. And this already starts in the morning with choosing the proper 
clothing. I wish that everyone who reads ahead or joins in the fun on the following pages! 

Kind regards
Yours,

Falko Haarhaus
Head of the Traffic Inspectorate 1 of Dortmund Police



Today is an exciting day for Plappermaul. The 1st grade of 
the Graf Konrad Primary School will be visiting the police 
puppet theatre in the Westfalenpark. 
But before they set off, his parents make sure that he and his 
little sister Plapperline are dressed safely. 
With bright clothing, reflectors on their school satchels and 
a clip-on wristband, the two of them will be easy for other 
road users to be seen on the way to nursery and primary 
school in the dark. So off they go!



Some children get out of the cars alone on the side of 
the road – boah – this is MEGA DANGEROUS. 
It would be nice if more parents walked their children 
to school instead of taking them by car or if the children 
would ride their bikes or scooters to school together. 
Then the day could probably start more relaxed for 
everyone.

Papa Plappa sets off on foot with his children to 
kindergarten and school. They prefer to leave the car 
behind, as there are already more than enough of 
them on the road. There is a traffic jam in front of the 
primary school. 
Many parents are in a big hurry and honk their horns 
because they cannot go fast enough. It is not so easy 
for the Plappa family to cross the road in all this traffic 
chaos. And for children travelling without mum or 
dad, it‘s almost impossible.
 



The children of the 1st grade are standing in the school 
playground with their principal Ms. Zimmermann and 
their teacher Mr Kirchbrücher. This is where they meet 
the police chief inspector Mr. Weidler. 
He is the district police officer in charge in Eving and 
will pick up the children and accompany them to the 
traffic puppet theatre. 

Before setting off, Mr. Weidler explains the important 
rules of the road so that everyone arrives safely at the 
police puppet theatre. All children should pay particu-
lar attention to each other in road traffic, not push, not 
jostle, stay together, not walk too close to the kerb and 
listen to the adults! 

Plappermaul and the other children wear high-visibility 
waistcoats so that they can be seen better in traffic. 
Yay, now we can finally set off with the packed hand-
cart.



And it‘s already getting exciting – the busy Evinger Straße has to be 
crossed. It‘s great that there‘s a zebra crossing here. Vehicles have to 
stop at zebra crossings when people want to cross the road. 
It is not so easy to use the zebra crossing properly with so many ex-
cited children. But then it works out really well – they always cross 
the road in pairs and, despite the zebra crossing, look again on both 
sides to ensure that the vehicles have really stopped. Safety first! 
The car driver and the motorcyclist need a lot of patience - but this 
is the only way Plappermaul and the other children can cross the 
road safely.



What is going on at Herder Primary School? 
Children from the 4th grade are practising cycling 
under the guidance of a policewoman – in real traffic. 
What a thrill. 
The older primary school children are already able to 
give a hand signal when turning. They stretch out their 
arm when turning – this is certainly not so easy. And 
of course, all children wear a helmet – it protects their 
head in the event of an accident. 
Therefore, not only children, but also adults should 
always wear a helmet when riding a bike or scooter.

Plappermaul can hardly wait to be in 4th grade. 
Then his whole class will be practising cycling in 
traffic with the Dortmund police. But this will still 
take a little bit of time – what a shame!



In fact, it is too far to walk to the police puppet theatre. 
Good thing that there are buses and trams in Dortmund. The bus is al-
ready waiting on the other side of the road – and it is painted in funny 
colours! Crossing the road between the parked vehicles is not fun at all 
and it is quite dangerous. 

Unfortunately, there is no better way to cross the road at this point. 
This is why the children walk very carefully between the vehicles to 
the front of the road and stick their heads out so that they can see the 
moving cars. Of course, the children look carefully to both sides before 
doing this. With the support of the adults, Plappermaul‘s class safely 
reaches the waiting bus. 
The exciting journey to Westfalenpark continues.



Yay, it‘s done. After a short walk, the group 
reaches the Buschmühle entrance to the 
Westfalenpark. 
The excitement builds up. And a very special 
surprise awaits Plappermaul. Moses, the police 
dog from the traffic puppet theatre, is deligh-
ted to see his good friend Plappermaul again. 
The two of them already know each other from 
kindergarten.

The children are also greeted by a very, very tall 
policeman in a white cap. Is he waving to them? 
But no, as they get closer, the children realise 
that it‘s not a real policeman at all, but a police 
figurine. 
It is pointing at the sign for the police puppet 
theatre. Almost fell for it!



Curtain up, the play begins. 
The children in the auditorium follow what is happening on sta-
ge with great interest. In the play, Sarah and Matze find a skate-
board and want to try it out. 
But what happens next should not be revealed here. Because 
many children are not yet familiar with the puppet theatre – and 
then it would no longer be a surprise.

Plappermaul also thinks that the story about the 
skateboard is really great. All in all, the whole day was 
so nice, exciting and thrilling. 
He has learnt a lot about road traffic and is already 
looking forward to tell his parents and sister about his 
experiences. 
It is fantastic that there is a traffic puppet theatre in 
Dortmund and that so many police officers accompany 
the children safely through the traffic.



Information for parents 
We all want to have the safest possible traffic routes for our children. 
Here is how you can help:

Children learn a lot by imitation.
Only cross the street when the traffic lights are green 
and always wear a helmet when cycling.

1. Always be a good role model! 

It is your job to introduce your child to road traffic and to teach 
them safe and correct behaviour. 
Start practising the journey to school in kindergarten. Use dif-
ferent modes of transport, such as bicycle, bus or train.

2. Take responsibility!

As an adult road user, always be particularly attentive and show 
consideration for our youngest children.
Drive particularly carefully and slowly on school routes, kinder-
gartens, playgrounds and sports facilities. Always take special 
care where children are likely to be present!

3. Be considerate yourself! Make your child visible. Especially in the dark season, you should 
equip your child with light-coloured clothing and reflectors. 
Dressed in dark clothing, your child will only be seen by a car 
driver from a distance of approximately 25 metres. Too late for 
emergency braking! If, on the other hand, your child is wearing 
reflectors, they will be seen from a distance of approximately 140 
metres.

6. Safety through visibility

Avoid driving your child directly to school. Cars in front of the 
school take the children‘s space.
Stopping, turning or reversing vehicles are additional hazards for 
children who come to school on foot, by scooter or bicycle. 
If you still have to bring your child by car, stop as far away from 
the school as possible in a suitable place. Your child will manage 
the last few metres alone.

4. NO parent taxis!

Children travelling in the car must be secured with the 
appropriate restraints.
Find out which child seat is suitable for your child. 
Buckling up is also mandatory and prevents “worse” 
in the event of braking or an accident.

5. Secure your child properly in the car!



Dear parents and guardians,

I hope that you and your children have had as much fun reading this Plappermaul book as I 
have. Unfortunately, road traffic is usually no fun for any of us and especially not for our child-
ren. Traffic density has increased and people feel stressed. They are in a hurry and are therefore 
often impatient and unfortunately also careless. 
This makes the dedicated and child-orientated road safety work of the traffic puppet theatre all 
the more important. In this way, children are prepared for active participation in road traffic as 
early as kindergarten and primary school and sensitised to the dangers of road traffic through 
emotional experience. 
For children, however, parents or other close carers are the most important role models. They 
are guided by their behaviour in road traffic. So please stay calm, even when things get stressful. 
Be friendly to other road users. 
Always follow the traffic rules. If possible, try to walk or use public transport for many journeys. 
Please only use your “parent taxi” for really important journeys. This will help you to protect the 
environment – and exercise keeps young and old fit and healthy. Our children are very import-
ant to me. So please support the police in their great work with your own exemplary behavi-
our – for your children – in order that they become prudent, responsible and independent road 
users. 
I would like to take this opportunity to express a special thanks to the Dortmund police for their 
indispensable and fantastic work.
Yours,

Monika Nienaber-Willaredt
Head of Department for Schools, Youth and Families
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“Plappermaul safely in road traffic” in various languages and other 
stories with Plappermaul...

... and „Im Straßenverkehr kenn´ ich mich aus“ 

(“I am aware of the road traffic hazards and 

dangers”) - the traffic song by the traffic puppet theatre

dortmund.de/plappermaulverkehr




