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“Together for Europe’s recovery.”
That is the motto for Germany’s EU Council
Presidency (01.07.-31.12.2020) and also what
we stand for at the City of Dortmund Office
for International Relations and Sustainable
Development. We are the dedicated contact
point for all questions regarding international
relations, Europe and sustainable development
from people in the city but also from within the
City Administration.
In the context of the latest global crises and
challenges, it is important for municipalities
to link up with other cities and states beyond
their own borders and to stay in close dialogue
with them, because we can only overcome
such challenging times together. Through our
work at the Office for International Relations
and Sustainable Development, we show how
important openness, diversity, sustainability
and cooperation with other cities, regions and
countries is for the City of Dortmund. On the
occasion of Germany’s EU Council Presidency,
in this issue of “Dortmund in Europe – Europe
in Dortmund” we talk about the parts of the
City Administration and Dortmund’s urban
society which are committed to Europe.
In interviews, we speak to German Foreign
Minister Heiko Maas, the European Minister
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for North-Rhine Westphalia, Dr. Stephan
Holthoff-Pförtner, and to MEP Prof. Dr. Dietmar
Köster about the Council Presidency and its
significance for municipalities. An article by
Prof. Dr. Ulrike Guérot gives us an excellent
insight into the importance of the European
Union from a political scientist’s point of view.
Dortmund diplomat Kai Hennig reports on his
deployment as deputy German ambassador in
Bucharest, always keen to present the advantages of his hometown of Dortmund to people
abroad. Other guest authors from scientific,
student and youth organisations and schools
inform us about their commitment to a strong
European Union. The importance of the
European Union and its unity are even more
significant today. We should all get involved in
keeping it going, because a strong Europe also
benefits us in Dortmund.

Office for International Relations and
Sustainable Development
Martin van der Pütten (Head)
mvanderpuetten@stadtdo.de
Tel. +49 231 50-2 57 84
international.dortmund.de

Foreword
Dear Europe Enthusiasts,
Dortmund has a long tradition of close links to Europe. From as far back
as the 10th century, Dortmund’s
merchants maintained international trading relations much as
we do in today’s European single
market. Back then, Dortmund was
already one of the leading Hanseatic
cities. Joining up with Soest, Münster and
Lippstadt in the year 1253 to form the Werner
Cities Association to ensure peace and free
trade shows just how early Dortmund’s interregional connections were developed.
Historically, Dortmund lies at the crossroads of
significant pilgrimage and trading routes such as
the Hellweg and sees itself as a European and
international city. The history of the economic
development of the Ruhr Region is closely
connected to the emergence of the European
Union. Although the European Coal and Steel
Community treaty in 1952 meant economic
sacrifices for the Ruhr Region’s mining community, the high economic and political significance
of the Ruhr’s mining industry for Europe was
one of the motives behind achieving European
unification after 1945.
Today, Dortmund is an international and
cosmopolitan city bringing different cultures
together and which people from more than 160
nations call home. The EU’s motto of “United
in diversity” is lived here every day. The EU plays
an important role in Dortmund’s development,
and by setting up the Office for International Relations and Sustainable Development, we have
oriented our work even more strongly to the 17
Goals for Sustainable Development agreed upon
by the United Nations in 2015. Our numerous
international project partnerships show just how
sustainable our global commitment is. Dortmund’s City Administration and civic society are

committed to nurturing the European idea of a
united and peaceful Europe.
Dortmund has twin town partnerships with nine
cities throughout the world, including Amiens,
Leeds and Zwickau in Europe. Dortmund was
awarded the title of “Europaaktive Kommune” in
2014 and I am very pleased to say that since 2019
our city has been authorized to bear this title
permanently. The city has also been awarded a
special prize for its commitment within the EUROCITIES network and in the EU-Migration working
group in the Association of German Cities.
With the Signal Iduna Park stadium and its
famous south stand, Dortmund has the largest
standing terraces in Europe, attracting fans
from all over the world to see BVB play. This
is also where the European Ministers of the
German federal states met in 2019, calling
on people to vote in the European elections.
Because Europe is a team sport - it depends on
all of us. Without our shared cross-border cooperations, it will just not be possible to solve
the problems of today and the future.
It is up to us to drive Europe forward together
and to strengthen people’s awareness of Europe so we can turn it into a symbol for solidarity.
We can then ensure that this vision of a united
and peaceful Europe becomes reality for the
long term. The following pages will give you an
impression of how diverse the City of Dortmund’s commitment to Europe is. You will be
surprised just how many people are dedicated
to furthering the European idea here.
We are a city of neighbours, let’s shape Europe
together.
Best regards,

Thomas Westphal
Mayor of the City of Dortmund
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“When I think of Dortmund,
I inevitably think of
Europe too“
An interview with Dr. Stephan Holthoff-Pförtner,
Minister for Federal, European and International Affairs
of the state of North Rhine-Westphalia
Questions by Sara Stjepic and Martin van der Pütten

Photo: State of NRW/
R.Sondermann

Minister, Germany took over the
presidency of the EU Council just as
the European Union found itself confronted with the momentous challenge
of the Corona pandemic, and now a
second wave is already upon us.
What can and should the EU do to
prepare for such crises in the future?

Dortmunder U
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The COVID-19 crisis has put enormous pressures
on Europe and its citizens over the last few
weeks and months. It’s more critical than ever
before to chart a basic course for the future
of our continent. Whether we see the Corona
pandemic exclusively as a crisis or also as an
opportunity is entirely up to us. More than
anything, the pandemic has shown us what
we can achieve together as Europeans. After
a shaky start, we did in fact demonstrate that
Europe stands together, that “Europe” is synonymous with “solidarity”.
We won’t be able to avert every crisis coming
our way in the future. However, we can ensure
that, rather than tackle such crises alone,
we’ll overcome them together as a European
community.
What that means in real terms is that, in future,
we must take fast and coherent action, we

should keep borders within the EU open wherever
possible, we must come to the assistance of
those countries and regions most urgently in
need, and it’s essential that we cooperate at
a European level. So, for example, by setting
up the Corona Cross-Border Taskforce we’ve
established an instrument that allows us
to exchange information quickly with our
counterparts in Belgium and the Netherlands,
creating the conditions necessary for keeping
the borders to both of these countries open.
In the future, our resilience will depend to
a large degree on political will and effective
investment of financial resources into innovation, digitalisation and sustainable structures.
What we’re calling for is a modern EU budget
that meets the challenges of our times.

At the beginning of the corona crisis
we saw the individual EU member
states quickly reverting to their own
national strategies, and a deterioration
of mutual trust. Do you think that the
German presidency will succeed in restoring a sense of community in Europe?
Nurturing the European idea is an ongoing
task. We manage this more often than we
realise: for example, by making the decision
to treat corona patients from other countries
in our hospitals, a measure that was actively
supported by the general public; by socially
distancing from one another so as to protect not just ourselves but also our fellow
human beings; by sharing insights with our
European partners; as a regional government
by supporting the proposal of a European
Recovery Fund to provide financial assistance
to those EU countries worst affected by the
pandemic.
But above all by saying „yes“ to Europe again
and again – most recently here in NRW by
including a reference to Europe in our state
constitution.
In the long term we’ll strengthen Europe’s sense
of community if we uphold European solidarity
through the pandemic and after it, and keep
up the momentum gained from pooling our
strengths to press ahead with important decisions

for the future. We have to rekindle the legacy
of Schuman in the European spirit.

How can Germany use its EU presidency
to convince the public why the EU is
so important for all of us, but also for
local government in Germany?
By pressing ahead with the plans for a Conference on the Future of Europe. This conference
will have to cover a wide range of topics. Issues
that need to be addressed include: the fight
against climate change, the EU’s role in the
world, and digitalisation. But we also need to
debate the future direction of the EU, our perception of the Union, talk about our common
goals and our differences. This conference has
to produce an outcome.
It needs to strike a balance between inclusion
and producing results, in order to bring about
real change. If it achieves this, then it will help
to strengthen how people identify with the
EU. But also beyond the conference itself, the
German Council presidency should focus on
open and transparent communication with its
citizens. To give a couple of specific examples,
this includes emphasizing that every single one
of us benefits tangibly from the EU in everyday
life. That’s something that was highlighted
when national borders closed in many places
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

>>
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Which key areas are particularly important for the state of NRW during
the German EU Council presidency
and how is NRW playing a part in it?
The motto of the German presidency is
“Together for Europe’s recovery” – a core
message which we as a regional government
not only support but have been putting into
practice here in NRW for some time now. We
expect the German presidency to show a firm
commitment to European solidarity. This has to
form the basis for all of the challenges we’re
currently facing. Whether it’s dealing with the
consequences of the corona pandemic, agreeing on a multiannual financial framework, or
climate policy with the European Green Deal.
For NRW, of course, the role of European local
authorities is of central importance.
We need pan-European approaches with
regional responsibility. Only in this way can we
all live and feel what Europe is all about.
One major aspect for us in this context is the
Conference on the Future of Europe, which
we as a regional government will be taking an
active role in shaping.

When you think of Dortmund, are
there any specific issues you associate
with “Dortmund in Europe”?
Dortmund has been the starting point for two
very important initiatives of the NRW government: Together with the regional Ministers
for European Affairs, young people, sports
personalities, the comedian Atze Schröder and
many more, we launched a campaign at the
Signal Iduna Park in March 2019 encouraging
people to vote at the European elections.
Additionally, 21 companies from the region
formally signed a declaration of intent entitled
“Europe – discover and learn” to promote
the mobility of trainees between countries.
For me, Dortmund also means the Auslands
gesellschaft, an association with over 70 years
of experience in town twinning and one of
nine Europe Direct Information Centres in NRW.
So, when I think of Dortmund, I inevitably think
of Europe, of its commitment to educating
about democracy and to a European sense of
community.

Last but not least, one final question:
What is your favourite place in Europe?
It’s got to be my home, the Ruhr area. Its history reflects the history of Europe – from war to
the European Coal and Steel Community and
now living alongside one another in diversity,
respect and friendship.
Minister Dr Stephan Holthoff-Pförtner, first on right, with representatives
of the 16 federal states at the European Minister Conference in the BVB changing room,
March 2019. Photo: State of NRW / Mark Hermenau
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The Council of the European Union
The Council of the European Union is one
of the decision-making bodies of the European
Union (EU) and serves to represent the member states. It should not be confused with
the European Council, which is a quarterly
meeting of the heads of state and government
from the EU member states. The Council of
the European Union is where the ministers of
the 27 member states meet to pass EU legislation. The Council is responsible, among other
things, for the EU’s foreign and security policy
and also approves the EU budget after it has
been approved by the European Parliament.
Along with the Parliament and the European
Commission, the Council is one of the three
interacting bodies in the Union’s legislative
process: together with Parliament, the Council
decides on proposals from the Commission.

The Presidency of the Council of the EU (also
known as the Council Presidency) is held by
an EU Member State and rotates every six
months on 1 January and on 1 July. During
a Council Presidency, the respective EU state
can set priorities but cannot make decisions
independently.
There are a total of ten different Council configurations which meet according to subject
areas, such as the Council for Foreign Affairs,
the Environment Council and the Council for
Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs, in which the ministers with the
corresponding responsibilities participate. Each
year between 70 and 80 Council meetings
take place. Each meeting is chaired by the
minister responsible for the subject area from
the Member State holding the six-month Presidency. The presiding member state organises
the meetings of the Council and its preparatory
bodies and works out compromises. The country
holding the Presidency also represents the
Council in its relations to other EU institutions,
in particular to the Commission and the European Parliament.

Text: Sara Stjepic
Photos: European Union
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Germany facing great challenges
Germany has held the six-month Presidency of
the Council of the European Union since 1 July,
2020. So, representatives of the German federal government lead the negotiations between
the 27 national governments at European level
until 31 December, 2020.
Due to the COVID-19 crisis, this is a difficult
time for Germany to have responsibility for the
Presidency, with many challenges to overcome.
The crisis has Europe firmly in its grip and the
consequences are not only health-related but
also have a serious economic impact.
Under the motto “Together for Europe’s recovery”, Germany has made putting a permanent
end to the COVID-19 pandemic and economic
recovery its highest priorities during the Presidency. In addition to overcoming the current health
crisis, Germany faces the challenge of negotiating and adopting the EU’s Multiannual Financial
Framework for the years 2021 to 2027.

The heads of state and government met in
Brussels from 17 to 21 July for the EU summit.
This was the longest summit in the history
of the European Union. The focus was on
the budget for the next seven years and the
recovery program after the COVID-19 crisis, as
planned by the EU Commission.
The result of the meeting was the member
states’ agreement on the EU’s largest financial
package to date. The package has a total value
of 1.8 trillion euros. This includes 1,074 billion
euros for the EU budget for the years 2021 to
2027 and 750 billion euros for the recovery
fund. The negotiations on the multi-billion-euro
EU financial package are following a tight schedule, as the programmes are to come into force
on 1 January, 2021 as planned.
The challenge now is to learn from the
experience of this crisis and together create
the basis for the EU to respond even better
to future challenges. Germany would like to
make a contribution to this endeavour during
its Council Presidency.

Text: Sara Stjepic

Town Hall
Novi Sad
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COVID-19 and the future of Europe
Prof. Dr. Ulrike Guérot,
Political scientist and professor for European Politics and Democracy Research
at the Danube University Krems, founder and Director of the European
Democracy Lab

How long has it
been since every
one in Europe
clapped on the
balconies and swore their solidarity?
Photo: WOZ

It was only in spring 2020,
but you could easily think it was an eternity
ago. At the beginning of the COVID-19 crisis,
solidarity was a long time coming. The initial
knee-jerk reaction was for countries to quickly
close their borders. Suddenly there were semimilitarised borders with barbed wire again, the
likes of which Europe had not seen for a long
time. All in order to fight against a virus, which
in itself is not at all disturbed by borders ...
Seldom has the fact that Europe is not at all
a natural entity been brought so sharply into
focus. On the contrary, the natural reflex, the
“natural form”, as Emmanuel Macron put it in
an interview with the Financial Times, is still the
nation state. Why is that, you might ask? Have
we not been pursuing this project of political
integration on the European continent for 70
years now, since 1950(!)? Did we not sign a
treaty for an ever closer union in 1992? Have
we not shared a single currency since 2002,
at least most of us, which is in itself a social
contract?
Why is the nation state still the accepted norm?
It could have been just as normal that at the
beginning of COVID-19 Europe was seen as a
unified territory and that in February 2020 we

could have seen European doctors being flown
to Bergamo instead of countries confiscating
medical material at borders and watching Cuban doctors help out in Lombardy.
Why should the European Union stick together
now, of all times? That is the question I was
asked to answer in this short article. Firstly, I
would like to say that nobody ever forces European nation states to join Europe. The EU is not
an enforced unification, as you might sometimes think, when you hear the European project
being talked about disparagingly yet again, or
referred to as the (supposed) “EU superstate”
that nobody wants, or “Brussels bureaucracy”
(which is only about as big as Cologne’s city
administration) being criticised along with the
“colossal EU budget”, which was once again
hotly debated at the EU summit in mid-July.
The British are currently leaving the EU – it will
not do them any good economically – and any
EU country could also do the same. In theory.
Auxit, Italexit, Polexit, Hungarexit, Frexit:
every now and then every country discusses a
future without the EU. That’s allowed, but it
really doesn’t get us anywhere. Climate change,
the Chinese appetite for European innovations and ports, America’s turning away from
everything that once made the West what it is
today: what else can we say to make the point
that Europe is so much more effective if it acts
cohesively, on issues ranging from digitalisation
to European foreign policy or the Green New
Deal?
>>
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Instead of exit discussions, it would be much
more helpful to consider why so many states
– and their citizens – feel so unhappy in the
EU, even though we all need Europe? Even
though everyone is attached to the internal
market as if on a drip, but no country can
stabilize it on its own. The German EU Council
Presidency should address this problem, above
all by giving a political push for the planned
Conference on the Future of Europe.

The real problem is that the EU as it is does
not really function (well), institutionally that is.
It is even lacking when it comes to democracy,
with European citizens being left behind when
the Council makes the decisions on its own.
The intergovernmental method is worn out,
the EU is in a crisis of representation. 71% of
Europeans would like European unemployment insurance, for example, but this would
never be passed by the Council of the EU.
The gap between the union of countries and
the union of its citizens is getting wider and
wider. Many Austrians or Dutch people were
ashamed of their governments during the EU
summit in July, where they haggled about the
budget like at a bazaar: who exactly are the
“We” in Europe? That is the question!
It could be answered with a “Civic Turn”, a
Europe that is created by the European citizens
and not by the States. To achieve this, the
municipalities could – all over Europe – make a
major, if not decisive, contribution by orienting
themselves and their cities towards Europe, no
matter how and what the Council decides.
As the mayors of Bratislava, Warsaw, Budapest
and Prague recently said with regard to the
admission of refugees: we are European, no
matter what our heads of government decide
in the Council!

Royal Armouries Museum
Leeds
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“Europe has proven itself:
In the crisis, we stand together in
solidarity and are capable of action.“
German Minister for Foreign Affairs, Heiko Maas
about Dortmund in Europe, the advantages of a strong
EU and Beethoven’s “Ode to Joy”
In conversation with Sara Stjepic and Martin van der Pütten

Minister, on 1 July, 2020 you were
handed the baton for the Presidency
of the Council of the EU by Croatia in
front of the Brandenburg Gate. What
was it like to know that Germany is
now taking on such an important task?
A good feeling – despite the enormous challenges the world is facing. The Council Presidency
allows Germany to assume responsibility for
the EU at this very moment. Three issues are
particularly important to me. First, a European
response to the Corona crisis. We already made
a quantum leap here at the beginning of July
with the agreement on the budget for the
next few years and the “Next Generation EU”
recovery fund. But we also want to eliminate
the deficits that existed at the very beginning of
the crisis, for example in the supply of medicines, medical equipment and personal protective
equipment. Secondly, we want to make Europe
fit for the challenges of the 21st century – from
climate change and digitalisation to the new
competition between the major powers on the
global stage. And thirdly, we need to reshape
our cooperation with the UK after Brexit. None
of this is easy. But we are doing all we can to
ensure that the EU emerges from the crisis
stronger than when it entered it.

Germany has now
taken on its 13th
Presidency of the Council of the EU.
Do you see this as a bad omen because
of the unlucky number 13, or are you
confident nevertheless that Europe
will find a way out of the Corona crisis
together?

Photo:
Susie Knoll/
SPD Saar

Not at all. If anything, in July the agreement
on the budget for the next few years, and on
the recovery fund, is more of a good omen for
the coming months. For example, we agreed
for the first time that 30% of all EU spending
must go on climate protection.
And the recovery fund will support the COVID-weakened economy throughout Europe.
All in all, this is a historic step. Europe has
proven: in the crisis, we stand together in
solidarity, and are capable of action.

The motto of the Council Presidency
is: “Together for Europe’s recovery”.
When Germany hands over the EU
Council Presidency to Portugal on
December 31, 2020, what do you
think a “strong” Europe will look like?
A strong EU is united internally and confident
externally. EU solidarity means mutual support
between the member states. No state can be
successful in the long term if the others are doing badly. This is especially true for Germany, the
world champion exporter in the centre of Europe

>>
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– we need an economically and politically stable
community of neighbours. EU confidence means
pooling our resources in Europe to represent our
values and interests on the global stage. This
applies to countries like China and Russia, but
sometimes also to the USA. Individual member
states alone are too weak for this – even the
supposedly strong Germany.

Local politics is “direct work with the
citizens on the ground” – European
politics seems far away for many
people, although in Brussels many
laws are passed which have a direct
impact on local issues.
How can this feeling that European
policy is still “far away” be overcome?
I‘m not sure whether the citizens really feel that
way today. The EU has been at the centre of
political and economic debates in our country
for years. Participation in last year’s European
elections was high. And surveys show that the
citizens understand the advantages of the EU for
Germany: from the single market to freedom of
travel to the peace in which we in Europe have
lived for decades. Conversely, the EU does not
have to be responsible for everything. It is much
better for local politicians to decide if and where
a new road should be built in Dortmund than for
the decision to come from Brussels.

How would you explain a strong EU in
one sentence to 4th year pupils?
If you stick together with others, you can
achieve things you can’t achieve alone – the
EU is very similar to a sports team.

When you think of “Dortmund in
Europe – Europe in Dortmund”, what
thought immediately comes to mind?
In the first half of the 20th century, the Ruhr
Region was the bone of contention in Europe.
In the 1950s, the European Coal and Steel
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Florian Tower
Dortmund

Community made the coal and steel industry
in the region a pioneer of European integration
Today, Dortmund, located in the Ruhr Region,
is in the heart of Europe. The Netherlands and
Belgium are only a stone’s throw away.
And hardly any other region is so closely networked in terms of economy, infrastructure,
universities, sports clubs, museums, schools and
twin cities. We owe all of this to Europe.

And now hand on heart:
How often do you hum the European
anthem, “Ode to Joy”, when you are
on your way to Brussels?
For me, there is no song that speaks more clearly
of what binds us together in Europe as Beethoven’s “Ode to Joy”. Nevertheless, I prefer to
leave music-making to others. And on the way to
Brussels there are usually thick files waiting for me
– there’s not much time to hum anyway.

And the final question:
What is your favourite place in Europe?
There are so many – that’s the beauty of
Europe with all its diversity. But a very special
place for me is the Moselle bridge in Schengen
– in the border triangle between Luxembourg,
France and Germany. The bridge connects
my constituency in Saarland with the small
town of Schengen on the Luxembourg side.
The Schengen Agreement was signed there in
1985. With this agreement, the mutual border
controls in Europe were abolished, and barriers
were suddenly history. That’s why it pained
me that the Schengen bridge, like many other
borders in Europe, was temporarily closed
during the COVID crisis. For the reopening
in May, I personally came to the bridge, with
my Luxembourg colleague Jean Asselborn.
That was a beautiful moment – a European
moment.

Europe and the City of Dortmund
True to the motto “Think globally, act locally”, Dortmund City
Administration is committed to a strong Europe. In many
areas of the City of Dortmund, contacts and friendships have
been made throughout Europe and participation in European
projects, competitions and coalitions is encouraged. Where is
“Europe” in Dortmund’s municipal government?

Local Europe
Office for International Relations and
Sustainable Development
Cities are becoming increasingly influential
at an international level. Dortmund too is
actively engaged in the shaping of European
policy and is involved in regional and international networks. For this reason, “Europe”
is firmly anchored in the work of the Office
for International Relations and Sustainable
Development of the City of Dortmund. This is
where Dortmund’s involvement in numerous
networks is coordinated, such as EUROCITIES,
the Council of European Municipalities and
Regions – German section (CEMR), European Cities for Fair and Ethical Trade and the
Mediterranean City-to-City Migration Project
(MC2CM). Through cooperation with other
cities and associations, local issues are put on
the international agenda.
To prevent the people of Dortmund from
feeling that the topic of Europe does not
concern them, “because its politics takes
place in Brussels and not locally”, proximity
to the citizens is particularly important. This is
why the Office for International Relations and
Sustainable Development focuses on European
topics through a wide range of events and
projects and offers a forum for information
and discussion, such as the European Project
Weeks in cooperation with Europe Direct
Dortmund on the subject of “Climate and
Environmental Policy in the European Union”
in spring 2020. In addition to European topics,
the Office for International Relations and
Sustainable Development works together with

civil society bodies on development policy
issues, coordinates the sustainability process
and supports projects and ideas for sustainable
development in the City of Dortmund and
beyond its borders.

Contact partners:

Martin van der Pütten
European Affairs Officer
City of Dortmund
mvanderpuetten@stadtdo.de
Tel. +49 231 50-2 57 84

Felicia Schenkelberg
European Networks, Projects
and Contests
fschenkelberg@stadtdo.de
Tel. +49 231 50-2 67 59

Sara Stjepic
Development &
Coordination of City and
Project Partnerships Europe
sstjepic@stadtdo.de
Tel. +49 231 50-2 71 70

Photos: Roland Gorecki
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North-south divide – a thing of the past
The “nordwärts” coordination office
The ten-year dialogue and participation project
“nordwärts” (northwards) was established
to develop the potential of the northern city
districts, comprising 250 individual projects,
with the aim of harmonising the quality of life
throughout Dortmund. “nordwärts” enjoys
Europe-wide recognition and was awarded
the European Public Sector Award (EPSA) by
the European Institute of Public Administration
(EIPA) in 2017. The “Smart Service Power”
sub-project also stood out on the European
stage, winning the RegioStars Award in the
CityStars category. This unique attempt to
increase the quality of life for the aging generation with state-of-the-art technology was
honoured with the DC Information Society
Award of the Diplomatic Council (DC). The
award was accompanied by a nomination
for the United Nations World Summit on the
Information Society (WSIS) Prize 2017, which
recognised the project’s outstanding contribution
to the implementation of the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG).

The “nordwärts” coordination office team.
Photo: Roland Gorecki

Dortmund-nordwaerts.de
nordwaerts@dortmund.de
Contact: Michaela Bonan
Tel. +49 231 50-2 74 90

“Neue Welt” (New World) Concert Hall
and Ballroom, Zwickau
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Diversity is the way forward!
The Coordination Office for Diversity,
Tolerance and Democracy
In Dortmund, the commitment to a democratic
urban society and to combatting right-wing
extremism is understood as a cross-sectional task that is based on the coordinated
cooperation of civil society, police and the
municipal government. To this end, the Mayor
has appointed a special Officer for Diversity,
Tolerance and Democracy and the City Council
of Dortmund has decided to establish the
Coordination Office for Diversity, Tolerance
and Democracy (Vielfalt, Toleranz und Demokratie – VTD) and the “Dortmund Action Plan
against Right-wing Extremism”. In implementing this action plan the City of Dortmund has
been a member of the European Coalition of
Cities Against Racism since 2015, represented
by the four members of VTD.

The European Coalition of Cities against
Racism is a UNESCO initiative, established
in 2004, with the aim of building a network
of cities that share experience and initiate
joint projects to improve their measures to
combat racism. This Europe-wide exchange
contributes to raising awareness, supports the
participating cities in their work at home and
as a result plays an important role in making
Dortmund a cosmopolitan city within Europe.
vielfalt.dortmund.de
vielfalt@dortmund.de
Special officer appointed by the Mayor:
Manfred Kossack
Contact: Michael Plackert
Tel. +49 231 50-2 61 56

Democracy means more than just upholding
old traditions. Democracy means creating new
values (above)
Democracy is more than living side by side.
Democracy is creating a “home“ together.
(left)
Photos: Lukas Böhm
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In the end it’s all about money
Funding Management Department
The Funding Management Department
supports the municipal departments in the
application and processing of funding measures,
coordinates and networks participants, and
is the contact for reporting in the area of
funding. Our services include, for example,
research on subsidies, drafting and reviewing
English documents, filing applications, preparing sample documents and participation in
network meetings.
The acquisition of subsidies from EU, federal
or state funds gives the city administration the
opportunity to implement strategically important
and innovative projects in a resource-saving
way and at the same time to establish new
contacts with partners at home and abroad.
As a service provider, we support the relevant
departments in this process.
Contact:
Anja Pehlke
apehlke@stadtdo.de
Tel. +49 231 50-2 94 52
Mario Sieker
msieker@stadtdo.de
Tel. +49 231 50-2 94 53

A constant ear to the ground in Brussels
Economic Development Agency
Dortmund
Did you know that when it comes to European
innovation, business and research projects,
Dortmund ranks second in NRW by a wide
margin to the rest (and only just behind
Aachen)? The reason for this is Dortmund’s
successful transformation into a centre for
technology and a hotspot for start-ups over
the last 30 years. To achieve this, we have also
received a lot of support from the EU. The
Economic Development Agency Dortmund
has constantly supported these projects and
even initiated many of them with Dortmund
companies, universities and research institutes.
It continues to develop projects with European
funding together with many partners. This
is why it always has an ear to the ground in
Brussels and actively promotes Dortmund as a
business location.
And of course, the negotiations on the new
EU budget and the EU economic stimulus
package for the COVID crisis are particularly
important for Dortmund too.
wirtschaftsfoerderung-dortmund.de
info@wirtschaftsfoerderung-dortmund.de
Tel. +49 231 50-2 20 56

Photo: Roland Gorecki
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Shared knowledge is power
Science and Academia Office of the
City of Dortmund

Photo:
Mike Henning

“For us as a university, Europe is both a blessing
and a matter of course. But we want to spread
our multifaceted enthusiasm for the European
idea even more within the region – as ambassadors of the EU success story.
Dortmund University of Applied Sciences and
Arts is active in Erasmus+, Horizon 2020, ITEA,
but also in many friendships and partnerships
– which even extend to Erasmus marriages
and Erasmus babies! Europe is indispensable
for us and 75 years of international friendship
instead of enmity are a blessing – not only for
young people.”
Prof. Dr. Katrin Löhr
Vice Rector for Internationalisation and
Diversity at Dortmund University of Applied
Sciences and Arts

Dortmund’s scientific institutions are networked
with the whole world through internationally
oriented research and teaching, transfer projects
and mobility opportunities. International
scientists research and teach in Dortmund and
around 7,000 international students find a
wide range of courses, individual advice and a
cosmopolitan environment in Dortmund.
Within the framework of research projects,
e.g. in the context of the European Union’s
framework programme for the promotion of
research and innovation, Dortmund scientists
work together with their colleagues from
other European cities on important issues for
the future.
The Science and Academia Office provides the
interface between the city, the seven universities and the approximately 20 non-university
research institutes in the city. The office also
coordinates the jointly supported Masterplan
Science project.
dortmund.de/wissenschaft
wissenschaft@stadtdo.de
Contact:
Angela Märtin
Tel. +49 231 50-2 25 86
Laura Berndt
Tel. +49 231 50-259 45

Photo:
Roland Baege

Photo: Roland Gorecki,
Dortmund-Agentur

EuropeanSpirit@TUDortmund.
“The spirit of Europe shines bright at the TU
Dortmund campus. The TU scores highly with
a successful Erasmus programme for student
and lecturer mobility and numerous research
cooperations and conference participations.
For the future, we see campus digitalisation
accelerated by the COVID-19 crisis with new
virtual formats creating the opportunity to
further dynamize European networking”.
Prof. Dr. Tessa Flatten
Vice Rector for International Affairs
TU Dortmund University
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“I‘ll just stay here”
– The challenge of EU internal migration
City of Dortmund
Department of Social Affairs
For many, the growth of the EU is associated with economic opportunities, increased
competitiveness and prosperity – but in the
new member states this is less true for some
groups. As a result, the prosperity gap within
the EU and its member states is widening and
internal migration is increasing, especially to
the western EU countries. In addition to all the
positive effects, this also leads to challenges
in the destination cities, some of them not
inconsiderable.
The Dortmund Department of Social Affairs
has developed an overall strategy for new
immigration which guarantees the exchange
of information between all central bodies,
from operational to management level, and
the coordination and control of their activities
in the field of new immigration. Together with
the independent organisations, it was possible
to develop an overall programme that gives
people who come to Dortmund from the EU
or as refugees better access to education,
work, housing and health and thus support
their participation in society.
Contact:
Christiane Certa,
ccerta@stadtdo.de
Tel. +49 231 50-2 74 74
Rabea Süllow
Tel. +49 231 50-2 60 24
rsuellow@stadtdo.de

Photo:
Jennifer Noelle,
Unna
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Rabea Süllow

Belfry of Amiens

The “Representation and
town twinning” team
Photo: Roland Gorecki

More than just pen pals
Dortmund’s twin towns
For over 60 years, the City of Dortmund has
maintained friendly relations with cities all over
the world. Starting with the first town twinning
with Amiens (France) in 1960, we now have
friendly relations with nine municipalities on
three continents, both nationally and internationally. As different as the individual relationships
may be, and as different as the motivations for
entering into them may be, they all have one
thing in common: they stand for a genuine
desire for international understanding.
Beyond the borders of Europe, town twinning
is also of particular importance as an instrument
of municipal foreign policy. A significance that
will continue to grow with increasing globalisation and urbanisation.
Within Europe, our partnerships with Amiens
(France), Leeds (Great Britain) and with the
city of Novi Sad (Serbia), a candidate for EU
accession, serve to consolidate the European
idea and strengthen a united Europe.
The “Representation and town twinning”
team in the Department for Mayoral and City
Council‘s Affairs coordinates the partnership
work. Their work focuses on maintaining and
further developing the partnership activities. In

addition to the official meetings with representatives of the towns involved in the partnership, the municipal exchange of expertise
and participation in joint projects and active
town twinning thrives on direct encounters
between citizens, e.g. within the framework
of school exchanges.
We gladly take up suggestions from citizens,
associations, government offices and politicians and support the coordination of new
formats.
Each partnership has its own history, structure
and ongoing cooperation, but they all pursue
the same goal of maintaining and deepening
constant dialogue. The work of the “Representation and town twinning” team is aimed at
promoting these different encounters and at
positively shaping the external image of our city.
städtepartnerschaften@dortmund.de
Contact: Bärbel Masurat
Tel. +49 231 50-2 20 16

Former Sierau with representatives of the twin
towns at the DORTBUNT city festival 2019 Photo:
Gaye Suse Kromer
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Deusenberg
Photo: Dagmar Knappe

Green horizons:
EU research project on productive
green infrastructure
City of Dortmund Office for Urban
Renewal
The EU proGIreg project (productive Green
Infrastructure for post-industrial urban regeneration) aims at strengthening the green infrastructure in formerly industrialised areas. In terms of
content, the project focuses on urban agriculture, improving pathway connections and creating
a high-quality environment in the Huckarde
residential district, at the Hansa coking plant and
around Deusenberg.
Various projects will be implemented in the
coming years hand in hand with the citizens of
Huckarde.
It is of central importance to involve residents
in the implementation of the measures. That
is why they are welcome to actively participate
in the individual projects. The overall aim is to
raise awareness of the importance of green
infrastructure and nature-based solutions in
everyday life.
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The Dortmund project consortium consists of
the following partners: City of Dortmund, Die
Urbanisten e.V., University of Applied Sciences South Westphalia, citybotanicals GmbH,
Aquaponik Manufaktur GmbH, lohrberg
stadtlandschaftsarchitektur (city landscape architects). A total of 35 European and Chinese
project partners are involved in the EU project,
the overall coordination is carried out by the
RWTH Aachen University.
Along with Turin (Italy), Zagreb (Croatia) and
Ningbo (China), Dortmund is one of four international locations for “living laboratories” in
post-industrial urban districts. There is also a
close exchange of ideas with other interested
cities, including Cluj-Napoca (Romania), with
which we have a project partnership.

progireg.dortmund.de
hansagruen.de
progireg.eu
Contact: Dagmar Knappe
dagmar.knappe@stadtdo.de
Tel. +49 231 50-2 75 79

European Schools in Dortmund
– Getting to know Europe from an early age
The subject of Europe not only appeals to
politicians and city administrators, but also to
school children. It is especially important that
young people – who, let’s not forget, represent
the future of the European Union – understand
how important it is for all of us. At European
Schools, classes are taught from a European
perspective with an emphasis on diversity and
shared culture. A total of eight schools in Dortmund are certified as European Schools.
These include Robert Schuman Vocational
College, Gilden European Primary School and
Siegfried Drupp European Primary School. The
children and young people are encouraged to
express what the EU stands for, as well as their
own hopes and fears, through reporting, singing and art projects. Here are just a few short
extracts from individual projects:

College students training as air traffic service
clerks at Robert Schuman Vocational
College say what the European Union means to
them and what they want from it:
For us, Europe means that we can travel across
borders and experience cultural diversity.”
“In Europe we can trust in respect for human
rights and freely express our opinions wherever
we are.”
“We would like to see more consistency throughout Europe concerning healthcare, animal
rights and the penal system.”

For the European elections in 2019, primary school pupils from all eight European
Schools in Dortmund got together with
secondary school students to design posters
that call on everyone to vote at the elections.

Together with rapper Gandhi Chahine the kids
at Siegfried Drupp European Primary
School composed a song, “We are Europe!”
Here is a rough translation of two verses of the
song to highlight what Europe means for them.
“Break down the borders, don’t hold us back,
Cause everyone knows that borders lack
Humanity – Break down the borders in our minds.
Everyone’s different, folks of all kinds.
Europe’s a rainbow, ain’t shades of grey.
Respect, love, and hope gonna save the day.
Europe’s about sharing, sharing with the world.
If we get this, we’re heroes, all of us.”

Under the direction of artist Jannis Laroussi the
students of Siegfried Drupp European
Primary School and Gilden European
Primary School have created worlds for the
project “Our future belongs to us”.
(Images: Eser Alper)
This is the world the children demand
for their future:

What they are afraid of if we carry on
as we are:

“We want improved security – advocated by
politicians and implemented by the police.”
“We hope that the EU will reach a consensus on
asylum policy for refugees.”
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Europe at the Auslandsgesellschaft.de
The Auslandsgesellschaft in Dortmund
provides citizens with information, talks and
exchanges to help shape the future of Europe.

An overview of the services we offer
Eurodesk Dortmund / European Solidarity Corps (Voluntary Service)
Whether you are interested in voluntary service, work and travel, workcamps or working
as an au pair in Spain, New Zealand or China
– we can answer all your questions about the
different programmes, providers and funding options. We are a receiving and sending
platform for the European Solidarity Corps
(formerly European Voluntary Service).

Experience Europe on location
– study trips
Information about courses in Brussels, Strasbourg
and border regions can be found on our website
under “Study Trips and Exchanges/Courses” (Studienreisen und Austausch/Seminare). There is also
information about exchange programmes (twin
town partnerships) and study trips.

Centre of Excellence for Twin Town Partnerships and European Civil Society
Twin town partnerships play a significant role
in helping people from different nations to get
to know and appreciate each other and we set
great store by fostering this in practice. Every
two years we also put on a “Twin Towns Day”.
What are the key topics for the City’s Euro-
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pe-oriented activities and what options for
cooperation are possible and can benefit from
educational activities and supporting networks? These are the fundamental questions
we are looking into in our project “European
activities in small and medium-sized municipalities: networks between European twin towns
– investigation – evaluation and next steps”.

Europe at home with us
In the “Europe at home with us” (Europa bei
uns zuhause) competition, the NRW government
awards prizes to projects focussed on European
twin town partnership activities and cross border
collaborations with partners in the Netherlands
and Belgium. Municipalities and other civic bodies
in North Rhine-Westphalia can apply for up to
5.000 euros per project to help cover costs incurred for innovative, network-building, exemplary,
sustainable and high-profile projects and events.
The Auslandsgesellschaft is in charge of the administrative implementation of the competition.
Auslandsgesellschaft.de e.V.
Steinstraße 48
44147 Dortmund
www.auslandsgesellschaft.de
Contact:
Pascale Gauchard
gauchard@auslandsgesellschaft.de
Tel. +49 231 8 38 00 26
Martina Plum
plum@auslandsgesellschaft.de
Tel. +49 231 8 38 00 72

Where to find out
more about Europe

Europe quiz at the 2019
DORTBUNT! Festival
Photo: Felicia Schenkelberg

The Europe Direct Information Centre
in Dortmund of the Auslandsgesellschaft.de
The Europe Direct Information Centre in Dortmund (EDIC), one of around 50 such centres
in Germany and more than 400 among the EU
member states, serves as an interface between
citizens and the EU at a local and regional level. The EDICs belong to a project launched by
the European Commission and co-financed by
the EU. Dortmund’s Europe Direct Information
Centre has been housed at the Auslandsgesellschaft next door to the Steinwache Museum
near the Central Station since 2013. For over
70 years, the Auslandsgesellschaft has been
teaching and promoting internationalism and
political education.
So, what exactly does our work involve? We
provide information on current European
political events via Facebook and Twitter, as
well as a monthly newsletter and our website. We also host frequent evening events for
the general public, and workshops for school
classes and youth groups. We are also happy
to advise you personally by phone or email
on any questions you may have regarding the
European Union. Teaching materials and bro-

chures are also available to order as classroom
sets for schools.
And our focus this year? Besides our multiweek project, “Climate and Environmental
Policy in the EU”, we are currently looking at
the German EU Council presidency. On this
subject, we offer workshops with simulation
activities for young people, focussing on the
issues of climate and digitalisation, among
other things. Further schemes aimed at older
school kids include “future workshops”
about the EU, strategy games dealing with EU
refugee and asylum policy, and rallies on EU
cohesion policy around the city of Dortmund.
If you want to find out more, feel free to get
in touch!
euorpe-direct-dortmund.de
facebook.com/Europazentrum/
twitter.com/EdicDo
Director: Joris Duffner
duffner@auslandsgesellschaft.de
Tel. +49 231 8 38 00 47

Text: Svenja Hennigfeld,
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“We shouldn’t see the EU simply
as a cash cow.”
Dietmar Köster MEP
Questions by Anja Kador and Sara Stjepic

How does your work as an MEP relate
to the city of Dortmund and can you
give us some tangible and practical
examples?
Dortmund is an important part of my constituency in NRW which comprises a total of seven
independent cities and seven administrative
districts. I see myself as a voice for Dortmund in
the EU Parliament, keeping an eye on and giving
my support to its development and concerns
wherever appropriate or necessary.
As a historical trading city, Dortmund has benefited from European and international relations
for centuries. Its wealth and economic strength
go hand in hand with its cosmopolitan character.
The EU creates the conditions that help to
safeguard and create significant numbers of
jobs. This is the case for many of the companies
based around the Phoenix Lake and at PhoenixWest, for example. The City of Dortmund has
obviously done a fantastic job at these locations,
tapping into opportunities offered by the EU.
But we shouldn’t see the EU simply as a cash
cow, just to get the most benefits for our own
interests. The EU is more than that: It’s brought
us lasting peace and is committed to its founding principle of respect for human rights. It’s
a parliamentary democracy, despite its many
shortcomings and problems. These benefits
may seem obvious, but they aren‘t. We must
continue to work together for a social, ecological
and democratic Europe. This also requires that
we see ourselves as citizens of Europe.
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That’s why, for example,
I organise or take part in events
at the Auslandsgesellschaft and the
Europe Direct Information Centre Dortmund. And every autumn I host a film screening
at the Schauburg cinema in Dortmund looking
at a different European topic each time.
Film directors and contributors are then available
for a panel discussion with the audience on
subjects like asylum, migration or racism.

In 2018 the City of Dortmund established the Office for International Relations and Sustainable Development.
What with all the crises, conflicts and
challenges we see around the world
right now, how important do you
think it is that cities align themselves
more towards Europe and the rest of
the world?
The genie is out of the bottle as far as globalisation is concerned, and it can’t be put back. The
pandemic in particular shows how the whole
world must pull together in the fight against
the virus. A virus that affects the whole world –
especially the poorest – has to be tackled globally.
It’s the shared responsibility of local government,
national government, the EU and even the United
Nations. We need a coherent overall strategy to
protect the health of our citizens. It’s not always
easy, but that’s the challenge facing the EU in this
new age of corona.

>>

In order to create synergies, we need knowledge sharing, networking and cooperation at all
levels. The Office for International Relations and
Sustainable Development of the City of Dortmund is doing invaluable work in this respect.

Why should a city look beyond its own
boundaries into the big wide world?
Shouldn’t we concentrate on getting
our own house in order, in seeing to the
needs of our own residents?
As important as it is for the City to carry out
its municipal duties, it’s not enough in order to
ensure the all-round wellbeing of its residents.
Clean water, clean air and a healthy environment are all things that can’t be achieved
through local action alone. Just as in 2015 and
the following few years, when so many people
were forced to flee from the wars in Syria,
Libya and elsewhere, Dortmund did an excellent
job of fulfilling its humanitarian duty.
As a hub for refugees arriving from southern
Europe, Dortmund became a place where the
sincerity of the welcome movement was plain
to see, with the city council and the general
public pulling together. The sight of refugees
being welcomed at Dortmund’s Central Station is one that many people will never forget.
A refugee policy based on human rights can
only work in a climate of solidarity. This is
another area where local authorities play a
central role, because they represent the communities where people live side by side and
have to get on with one another.

A vision of the EU as a driving force
for national policy has certainly grown
among the population over the past
few years. Nevertheless, for many people the EU remains an abstract and opaque concept that either has “nothing to
do with me” or is viewed critically. Is the
EU in crisis and how can MEPs like you
win them over?
No, I don’t think most people have a very critical
view of the EU or feel that it’s got nothing to do
with them. Surveys show that up to 70 percent of
Germans believe the EU brings them benefits. For
example, the majority are in favour of paying into
a European unemployment insurance scheme
that would come to the aid of workers who’ve
been made jobless in another country due to economic crisis. To me, the public often seems more
aware of European solidarity than some EU heads
of government, if I just think of the haggling
by some member states over the EU‘s recovery
programme. Some of them have acted like neoliberal nitpickers, only pursuing their own national
interests and causing considerable damage to the
EU‘s reputation as a result. That’s why we also
need to strengthen the role of the Parliament visà-vis the Council. To me, the Council seems less
and less able to cope with the myriad challenges
facing Europe now.
All of these upheavals are leading to a sense of
unease among the public. One of our primary
tasks as MEPs is to push ahead at political level
with an economic recovery plan that will improve
socio-ecological security, keeping the public informed and involved along the way.

One last question:
What’s your favourite place in Europe?
The Westfalenstadion, home of Borussia
Dortmund, but also the North Sea Coast, and
last year I went on holiday to Lisbon, which I
loved. I also like being in Brussels.
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Simulation of the European Parliament, 2019
Photo: Malin Roppel

Get involved in Europe:
Europa-Union and the Young European Federalists (JEF)
The Europa-Union of Dortmund is a non-party, non-denominational civil movement that
advocates peace, liberty and federalism in
a democratic, transparent and functional
Europe. It campaigns in and around the city of
Dortmund to consolidate and develop European unity by running street stalls, lectures
and seminars and by organising study trips
(e.g. to Brussels). Founded in March 1953, the
Europa-Union of Dortmund is a local branch of
the Europa-Union of Germany and a member
of the Association of German-French Societies.

of European identity in the Ruhr area.
Our activities are aimed primarily at young
people and encompass training formats
like Model European Parliament simulations
(SimEP), round table discussions and meeting
groups at alternating locations. In addition to
our educational work, we are actively involved
– politically and practically – in the association
not just locally but also at regional, national
and European level, for example organising
visits to affiliated groups in other countries (for
example Scotland in 2020).

Are you under 35 years old? Then the young
people’s division of the Europa-Union may be
just the thing for you: The Young European
Federalists (JEF) are a cross-party group campaigning for a United States of Europe. The
local branch for Bochum/Dortmund has strong
regional ties and works to advance the vision

The Europa-Union of Dortmund and the
Young European Federalists of Bochum/Dortmund offer a warm welcome to anyone passionate about Europe and keen to share ideas
with other like-minded people in pushing for
greater European alignment with a critical but
constructive voice.
dortmund.europa-union.de
info@europa-union-dortmund.de
Tel. +49 2309 7 04 59
jef-nrw.de/bochum_dortmund
bochum.dortmund@jef-nrw.de
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Text: Anna-Lena Rose
Director JEF Bochum-Dortmund

Der Jugendring
Dortmund
– Living Europe

Erasmus Student
Network (ESN)
– Discover Europe

Text Jugendring:
Andreas Roshol
Deputy Manager
Jugendring Dortmund
Text ESN: Theresa Burkart
Chair ESN

The Erasmus Student Network (ESN) is the
largest student association in Europe. We have
534 branches in 42 countries. ESN Dortmund
has been around since 1998 and consists of
a team of some 40 volunteer members. We
support student exchange programmes at TU
Dortmund University, Dortmund University
of Applied Sciences and Arts and the International School of Management Dortmund,
offering young people who otherwise would
not be able to study abroad the opportunity of an intercultural experience. Through
various events and activities, we aim to help
international students integrate, but also to
provide information about mobility schemes,
to encourage students to study abroad and to
assist students returning from foreign study
programmes to reintegrate.
Chair: Theresa Burkart
dortmund.esn-germany.de/
dortmund@esn-germany.de
facebook.com/DORTMUND.ESN/
Instagram.com/esn-dortmund/?hl=de

United in diversity: The motto of the European
Union could equally apply to the Dortmund
Youth Council, the Jugendring. With 30 member
associations, it not only highlights the diversity
of Dortmund‘s youth association work, but also
represents a good cross-section of Dortmund‘s
population.
Dortmund’s youth groups have been living the
European ideal for a long time. From organising regular holiday camps in other European
countries, to maintaining friendly contact with
European partner organisations over the years,
or visiting European memorial sites among many
other things. For us, Europe is a ubiquitous theme
as well as a continent which is there for us to
discover and enjoy. That is why we are committed
to the fundamental freedoms of Europe and hope
never to lose them again.

Film project: Europe in Dortmund
As a major city in the EU, Dortmund is part
of the European political project. We are
surrounded by Europe, even if we aren’t
always fully aware of it.
Through the “Europe in Dortmund” project, we
have tried to make Europe more visible on the
ground. We focussed on asking old questions in a
new way and developing new ones too – always
in close collaboration with children and young
people. What does it mean to be part of this
continent, part of this vision? A diverse bunch
of young people set off to find out: Where in
Dortmund can we find evidence of Europe and
how has Europe changed the city? They visited
the European Parliament, travelled to memorial
sites in neighbouring countries, voted for Europe
in the U18 elections and took part in the art event
„My wishes for Europe” („Was ich Europa in die
Sterne schreibe“).
Link to film “Europe in Dortmund”:
vimeo.com/329801689
Jugendring Dortmund
– focus group Dortmunder Jugendverbände
Friedhof 6–8, 44135 Dortmund
Tel. +49 231 52 40 73
info@jugendring-do.de
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Projects with EU funding
in Dortmund
How much Europe is there in Dortmund?
A visit to the Dortmunder U or a walk round the Phoenix Lake is something
quite normal for most people. What many people don’t know is that these
places were partly co-financed by the European Union. That shows that the
European Union is a more integral part of Dortmund than many citizens
would think.
Here are just some of the projects in Dortmund supported by the EU.

Eving

Mengede

Huckarde

smARTplaces
Leonie-Reygers-Terrasse
44137 Dortmund
The “smARTplaces” project develops
innovative strategies to digitalize the
European art and cultural landscape.
The Dortmunder U is the initiator and
leader of the project. Between 2016
and 2020 has received EU funds to
the tune of two million euros from the
“Creative Europe” initiative.

Lütgendortmund

Innensta

InnenstadtWest

Hombruch

Kompetenzzentrum Elektromobilität,
Infrastruktur und Netze
Emil-Figge-Straße 76
44227 Dortmund
This Centre of Excellence for Electromobility is supported with project
funding amounting to 5.96 million
euros, which also includes funds from
the EU.
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MST.factory dortmund
Konrad-Adenauer-Allee 11
44263 Dortmund
Competence Center for Micro and
Nanotechnology. The first European
facility with a sole focus on micro and
nano technology and the corresponding technical infrastructure. Made
possible by funding of approximately
36.3 million euros from the European
Regional Development Fund (ERDF).

Ökumenische Anlaufstelle
„Willkommen Europa!“
Braunschweiger Straße 31
44145 Dortmund

g

The “Welcome Europe” ecumenical
centre is the first point of contact for
new arrivals from other European
countries who need to find their feet
in Dortmund.
The European Social Fund (ESF) is supporting their work from 2017 to 2020
with funding amounting to 2,749,191
euros.

Scharnhorst

adt-Nord

Brackel

InnenstadtOst
Aplerbeck

Dortmunder U
The European Union provided almost
23 million euros from the European
Regional Development Fund (ERDF) for
this conversion.

Hörde

Phoenix Lake
A total of 14.3 million euros of funding
was provided.
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The Dortmund delegation at the German
Ambassador’s residence in Bucharest
(Kai Hennig, centre),
Photo: City of Dortmund

European Project Partnerships
– planning and implementing
municipal projects together
Dortmund and the city of Cluj-Napoca in Romania
– much more than just a direct flight
By Kai Hennig, Envoy and Deputy Ambassador, German Embassy Bucharest
For 28 years now, I have been working as a
diplomat in the Foreign Service, a profession
that demands a great deal of adaptability
from my family and me due to the 3 to 4-year
transfer rhythm, but that also brings a lot of
variety. Wherever I am posted, I am not only a
German diplomat, but of course also a Dortmund citizen and therefore I always strive not
only to represent Germany, but also to look for
potential and awaken interest in my hometown during the course of my work.
This has not always been easy, but the conditions at my current place of employment are
particularly favourable.
In summer 2017, I was transferred to Romania. By intensively studying the country and its
people I soon noticed

interesting parallels and certain similarities be
tween Dortmund and the second largest city
in Romania, Cluj-Napoca.
Cluj-Napoca and the surrounding area have
about 500,000 inhabitants and is Romania’s
largest university town with a student population of about 80,000. About 12,000 of these
are foreign students, of which about 2,000
mainly study technical subjects in German.
There are eleven universities in Cluj-Napoca
with a main focus on natural sciences, technology, law and medicine.
As the second largest economic centre, ClujNapoca has about 20,000 employees in the
IT sector and its start-up scene also compares
favourably to other European cities, boasting
about 1,500 start-ups.

>>
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The international airport has a passenger
volume of about 3 million per year, serving 47
destinations (including Dortmund!) and over
600,000 tourists visit Cluj-Napoca every year.
The biggest tourist magnet is the “Untold-Festival” which has taken place every year since
2015. For four days about 375,000 mostly
young visitors transform the city into a dance
floor for techno, house, trance etc. to the
sound of international stars and DJs.
One last thing: Cluj-Napoca has CFR Cluj, a
soccer club that won the Romanian championship in the Romanian Premier League in 2008,
2010, 2012, 2018 and 2019.
All of these facts and figures and of course my
personal impression of the political leadership in
Cluj-Napoca have strengthened my feeling that
this city is potentially a very interesting partner
for Dortmund, in a European context as well.

Mayor of Dortmund, Ullrich Sierau, travelled
to Bucharest and Cluj-Napoca with an eightmember delegation for four days in August
2019. It quickly became clear that Cluj-Napoca and Dortmund want to cooperate in
numerous fields of technology, start-ups and
innovation, ecology, smart cities, energy and
water supply.
In order to officially confirm this mutual desire
for cooperation, a meeting was held on 31
July, 2020 and a Letter of Intent was signed by
Emil Boc, Lord Mayor of the City of Cluj-Napoca and Mayor Sierau.
I hope that this cooperation will be successful,
and I hope to discover something new for my
hometown when I go on my next assignment!

Lord Mayor Emil Boc (Cluj-Napoca),
Former Mayor Ullrich Sierau (2009–2020) and Kai Hennig
in Cluj-Napoca
Photo: Dan Tăuța
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„EU-Facts“ about Dortmund

1. Of the almost 600.000
inhabitants in Dortmund
came from other
European countries.

8

42.087

Top 3:
1.
Poland with 9.617 people
2.
Romania with 5.515 people
3.
Spain with 4.603 people

2. In Dortmund
schools are
accredited European Schools.

3. The BVB professional football team has
players,
of them are citizens
of other EU countries.

23

53.500

4. In Dortmund there are approx.
students at universities.
Approximately 884 students here are from
other European countries. And
Dortmunders are currently studying in other
European countries too.

9

9

5. In Dortmund there are
companies.
of them come from Europe

314

11.325
9

6. The City of Dortmund maintains a total of
partnerships with cities throughout the world.
These include Zwickau, Leeds, Amiens and Novi Sad
on the European continent.

7. From Dortmund Airport passengers
can fly to
cities in
		
different European
Union states.

13

34

34

130

Publishing details
Issued by:
City of Dortmund
The Lord Mayor
Friedensplatz 1
44135 Dortmund
Responsible for the editorial office according to German press law:
Martin van der Pütten, Head of the Office for International Relations
and Sustainable Development
Tel. +49 231 50-2 57 84
Concept:
Office for International Relations and Sustainable Development
Martin van der Pütten (Head), Sara Stjepic
Editorial office:
Anja Kador, Felicia Schenkelberg, Sara Stjepic, Martin van der Pütten
Guest authors:
Prof. Dr. Ulrike Guérot, Svenja Hennigfeld, Anna-Lena Rose,
Theresa Burkart, Andreas Roshol, Kai Hennig
Layout, graphic design, technical implementation:
Dortmund-Agentur, Andrea Schmadtke, Julia Böhler
Printer:
Druckzentrum, Dortmund-Agentur – 12/2020
For the sake of the environment: we only use FSC/PEFC-certified paper
from responsible sources, alcohol-free printing chemicals and vegetable
oil-based printing ink.

If you have any questions or require more information please contact us
at: international@dortmund.de or visit our website:
International.dortmund.de.

36

