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A word, 
Mr. Sierau …
Your department contains a division 
specifically for sustainability. Why?

In the Sustainability Division, we have 
brought together organisational units that 
are particularly dedicated to this topic: just 
think of the participation project “nord-
wärts”, the ombudswoman for citizens’ 
interests and initiatives, the Volunteer 
Agency, the Science and Academia Office 
as well as the Coordination Office for 
Diversity, Tolerance and Democracy and 
the Office for International Relations and 
Sustainable Development (INA). INA co-
ordinates the international, European and 
sustainable work of the city administration. 

We have noticed that against the back-
ground of global crises, conflicts and chal-
lenges, the work of the City of Dortmund 
must also become more international, 
sustainable, European and global. This is 
also a very important contribution conside-
ring an increasingly national thinking in 
politics – the equal cooperation among 
states is increasingly being questioned.

And in order to initiate and support interna-
tional and sustainable projects as well as to 
plan and host successful events of interna-
tional significance, you need a division that 
keeps an overview of all projects and sup-
ports and coordinates the involved parties.

There is a nice saying: think globally, act 
locally. The City of Dortmund feels not only 
committed to its own well-being, but also 
to a strong Europe and a just world.
And the municipalities are the true “makers” 
and “implementers” of the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), adopted by 
the United Nations in 2015. In doing so, the 
municipalities drive local innovation – and 
they are able to integrate civil society in this 
process. This is their unique selling point 
here in Dortmund, too.

Does this mean that the Dortmund 
city administration is well represen-
ted in the world?

Yes, it does. And the fact that we have 
an excellent reputation is shown by the 
enquiries from all over the world that 
reach the city administration almost daily. 
These are invitations to attend interna-
tional networking events or to present 
Dortmund as a “best practice”.

Increasingly, we are also being asked to 
enter into more city or project partner-
ships – unfortunately we cannot answer 
all of them positively. This is simply not 
possible if these partnerships are taken 
seriously. We examine the requests very 
carefully and check where we can coope-
rate as equals or where we can also deve-
lop municipal development cooperation.

In this way we are launching more and 
more successful project partnerships, for 
example the climate partnership with 
Kumasi in Ghana or the project on digital 
innovations and business with Cluj-Napo-
ca in Romania.

This way we can share our knowledge 
about successful structural change and 
at the same time work towards the imple-
mentation of the 17 SDGs at local level.

Project partnerships can be established 
for instance in the fields of innovation, 
climate protection, public services or digi-
talization. What sets us apart is that we 
not only operate internationally, but also 
sustainably. Dortmund is also a member 
of numerous networks and represents 
the city at international events. This is 
how we make sure that Dortmund’s voice 
is heard in the world: from the Council 
of European Municipalities and Regions, 
EUROCITIES, to Mayors for Peace and the 
European Cities for Fair and Ethical Trade 
network.

Mr. Sierau, is Dortmund an inter-
national city?

Yes, very much so. And most importantly: 
a city is only viable for the future if it is 
internationally positioned – and this is true 
for Dortmund. For years and decades, we 
have felt a close bond with our friends and 
partners in Germany and the whole world. 
First and foremost, there are our nine twin 
cities – from Amiens in France to Netanya 
in Israel and Zwickau here in Germany.

Representatives from our twin cities visit us 
regularly, for example at the DORTBUNT! 
city festival. This has already become a 
good tradition. Representatives, dignitaries 
and delegations from all over the world not 
only sign the city's Golden Book, we also 
benefit from an open exchange of opinions 
and experiences.

In return, we also travel to friendly coun-
tries and profit from the open exchange 
and great hospitality as well as the coope-
ration in general. On the civic level, there 
are numerous exchange projects with our 
partner cities. For me, this is real internatio-
nal understanding.

We were particularly happy about the title 
as "Europaaktive Kommune" in North 
Rhine-Westphalia (NRW) for our efforts 
to promote the European idea, which we 
were first awarded by the state govern-
ment of NRW in 2014 and are now allowed 
to carry permanently.

People from over 180 nations live in 
Dortmund. They enrich our everyday life: 
culturally, religiously, culinary and linguisti-
cally. Guests from all over the world enjoy 
coming to Dortmund. We often hear that 
our city surprises people who come here 
for the first time with its dynamism and 
modernity, but also with its hospitality 
and down-to-earth cordiality as well as 
the diversity and openness of its citizens.

Dortmund has developed into an inter-
national city.


